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(A few of the brothers and sisters who have been baptized  
or restored in the Downtown singles ministry) 

 
 

DOWNTOWN REVIVAL By Obiageli Ukadike 

“Then one of them said, ‘I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your 
wife will have a son.’ Then the LORD said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I 
really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD?  I will return to you 
at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” Genesis 18: 10 & 13 – 14 

   
The account, in Genesis 18, of Sarah being blessed in her older age with a baby is a magnificent, 
powerfully true testament to God’s promises being filled even through people who may be lacking in faith. 
  
A few years ago in the Downtown Singles Ministry, we were in a time of strengthening our love for one 
another and rekindling our love and fervor for the lost. We were fighting to overcome our diminished vision 
of what God could do through us, but we were still worn. We were earnestly praying for more men to feel 
empowered to lead not only by God but also by the women that supported them. 
 
The singles had an incredible vision to see these prayers come to fruition by God’s grace. We were full of 
hope that we could be a shining example of the fruits of the spirit but like Sarah were not fully convinced 
that God would do what he said he would do. 
  
As we continued to pray and be led and believed in by our Ministry Leaders (Larry and Kim Reed) and our 
shepherding couples (Joe & Patrice Gattozzi and Robert & Joycelyn Shavers) we were assured that God 
absolutely had a plan for us - “…plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” (Jeremiah 29:11b). 
  
C.S. Lewis wrote in his book Mere Christianity "We are like eggs at present. And you cannot go on 
indefinitely being just an ordinary, decent egg. We must be hatched or go bad."  
  
As a ministry, we decided it was time for us to hatch. As we grew in our love for the lost, God blessed the 
singles ministry with 12 baptisms or restorations in 2012; in 2013 - 14; and to date we have had 4 baptisms 
this year! 

  
In answer to our prayers, of the people 
who have been baptized in the last year, 
half of them are men willing, eager, and 
passionate to lead in God’s church!  
Church-wide, the spirit of God blessed us 
with close to 50 people baptized or 
restored. By faith we will strengthen and 
mature each other as we continue loving 



one another and our neighbors…TO GOD BE THE GLORY!! (continued) 
 
 
Moreover, in September of 2013, the Downtown Region of the Boston Church multiplied into two regions, 
one north of the city in Arlington and the other remaining in the heart of the city. At that time, 27 full-of-faith 
disciples went with the church north of the city. In the Downtown Region alone, the number of Bible Talk 
leaders has grown from 6 to 30 leaders and assistants; including 3 new brothers who have stepped up in 
faith.   
 
We are excited about where we've come from, and how God worked even when we were weak in faith. We 
look forward to what God has in store for 2014 and beyond! 

 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
Registration for the 
April 25-27, 2014 New 
England Singles 
Retreat is now open.  
This year the 
registration for the 

retreat program and the hotel reservations are 
separate. You can register for the retreat program at 
www.bostoncoc.org. The $50 fee covers the meeting 
space rental, Friday welcome party, Saturday evening 
dance and all costs for speakers and other logistics. You 
will need to make your own hotel reservations.  

Note: Registration goes up to $60 on April 1.  Room rates 
guaranteed until March 26. 

Check out the invitation 
video for "Elevate," the 
2014 International Singles 
Conference in Denver, 
Colorado September 26-

28. Early bird price is only $90. Complete details coming 
very soon at: http://www.disciplestoday.org/singles.  

2nd ANNUAL SINGLES’ DAY OF SERVICE 
 
Saturday, March 15 saw singles from Downtown, South 
Coastal, Southern Cities, Central, and North serving in 
neighborhoods across the city and the North Shore.  
Whether providing food for almost 500 through the 
American Red Cross Food Bank, much needed clothing for 
children with Cradles to Crayons, fostering a thirst for 
knowledge at Saturday Academy, or carling for Alzheimer 
patients with the Life Care Nursing Center of Billerica, our 
brothers and sisters served with joy and gladness. 

A prayer of thanksgiving for all who served whether 
donating clothing, coordinating in your regions, or sharing 
your time and talents.  A special “Thank you!” to Oby, 
Mercedes, Scott and Kayla for pulling it all together. 

One more opportunity to serve: American Red Cross needs 
some forms translated into Portuguese, Spanish and 
Creole. If you are able to help with this send an e-mail to 
BCOCDevoted@gmail.com. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
MARCH 
• 21st All Church Devo 
• 26th “Created For” Hotel Discount Ends 
• 31st “Created For” Registration Discount Ends 

 

APRIL 
• 18th Devo 
• 25-27th Single’s Retreat 

MAY 
• 16th All Church Devo 
• 31st Single Men’s BBQ 

JUNE 
• 20th Devo 
• 28th Single’s Cruise 

 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

We have a myriad of ways for you to stay connected with the Boston Single’s Ministry: (Disciples only) 
 

Join our group: Boston Church Singles Ministry 

Follow us #BCOCDevoted 
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! Make sure you’re on our distribution list, send your preferred email to: joeg@bostoncoc.org subject: Single’s 
Distribution List. 

Got an article, devotional thought, photo or poem you would like to share? Email it to: BCOCDevoted@gmail.com 


